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Georgia Healthcare Science Education (HSE) Industry Certification (IC) 

Healthcare Science Education Industry Certification is a standards-based recognition program 
developed and validated by our industry of healthcare professionals.  Since 1999, this has been 
an industry-led program designed to recognize and promote exemplary high school Healthcare 
Science Education programs, teachers and students. The program is designed to guide and 
assist teachers to provide documents/evidence supporting the identified standards leading to an 
exemplary program for students’ education in healthcare.  The program operational standards 
and curriculum – course standards have been updated and aligned with the standards approved 
by healthcare industry and education, Georgia Board of Education, and Georgia Department of 
Education (Ga DOE). Our healthcare professionals review the programs, validating the process 
and programs, as well as becoming aware of the opportunities provided our students statewide 
toward a career in healthcare. 

We are very proud of our Georgia healthcare science programs. Our teachers are healthcare 
professionals and provide excellent opportunities for our students to better understand the 
healthcare careers, achieve skills in leadership and healthcare, community services, and to 
participate in an excellent student organization, at levels including locally, regionally, state-wide, 
as well as at the national and international levels. Our local industry healthcare professionals 
provide the support and reviews during an On-Site Evaluation for each teacher, program, and 
school who have applied for grant from the Georgia Department of Education CTAE. The 
healthcare professional team provides a comprehensive review of the program’s operational 
and course standards with interviews with students, counselors and the administrators.  They 
provide validation that the program and teacher are meeting the high standards set to be 
identified as an Industry Certified Healthcare Science Program. Programs identified as Industry 
Certified are those that include: 

 actively involved advisory committees;

 project-based instruction;

 career development activities;

 facilities large enough to allow for active learning and competency development;

 up-to- date technologies and equipment;

 dedicated teachers through professional development;

 an active student organization (HOSA); and

 quality healthcare education as approved by healthcare industry and Ga DOE.

Competency-performance standards and specific performance objectives provide the 
foundation for a solid curriculum based in Healthcare Science. The certification by industry 
provides recognition to the high school programs that document evidence of meeting  
certification standards.  

Since our healthcare industry is a fast-paced and ever-changing industry, it is important that our 
local Healthcare Professionals actively participate in the programs, review the standards and 
documentation for certification as well as provide recommendations for updating the standards 
and programs. 
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For more information, contact:  

Sharon Norman, EdS, MEd, RN: Coordinator and Key Contact for the Georgia statewide 
Healthcare Science Education Industry Certification Process.  
Evaluation Team Leader. Education Training Leader. 
sharon.norman101@outlook.com 

Phone Number: 404-983- 2542  
(As needed, please leave a message with your name, school, and best call back number and 
your need or question.) 

Healthcare Science Education (HSE) Industry Certification (IC) Support Team 

Partners: 
HomeTown Health, LLC 
HomeTown Health University 
Georgia Department of Education Healthcare Science Education Industry Certification 

Sharon Norman, EdS, MEd, RN, Coordinator / Evaluation Team Leader (ETL) for Georgia’s 
Healthcare Science Education Industry Certification, 
Sharon.norman101@outlook.com 

Sandra Martin, RDH, EdS, State Program Specialist, Career, Technical, and Agricultural 
Education (CTAE), Georgia Department of Education 
sandra.martin@doe.k12.ga.us 

Home Town Health, LLC/ HomeTown Health University 
Lisa Carhuff, MSN, RN - Program Manager, 
lisa.carhuff@hometownhealthonline.com  
(478)919-7981
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